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Aspects of experiences through which new graduate pediatric nurses
acquire the motivation to continue working
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— Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to determine the aspects of experiences through which new graduate pediatric nurses
acquire the motivation to continue working. Methods: Four second-year pediatric nurses were subjected to semi-struc-
tured interviews, and a qualitative descriptive study was conducted. Results: The following 10 core categories from 55
conceptual categories were extracted: [ideals and expectations regarding pediatric nursingl; [being in an uneasy posi-
tion]; [changes in values]; [support from understanding colleagues]; [gaining peace of mind by divulging every emo-
tion]; [psychological burden of being in tension-filled settings]; [determination to continue working gained from self-
inspiring experiences]; [motivation gained from regaining composure by stopping one from quitting work]; [acquiring
confidence and establishing one’s own position through accumulated experiences]; and [establishing specific goals based
on actual experiences]. Conclusions: For new graduate pediatric nurses, the key to acquiring motivation to continue
working is the difficult experiences that shake these nurses’ core values, and their resilience and intrinsic motivation are
also important.
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