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Images of elderly people with dementia among high school students

Hiromi Kimura, Kayoko Koga, Midori Nishio
Fukuoka University of Medicine

The study aims to clarify images of the elderly with dementia among high school students. A question-
naire survey was conducted for first-year high school students. We had the students write images of el-
derly person with dementia in words. The analysis method used KH Coder of text mining software. This
study was approved by the C University Ethics Committee. Questionnaire contents were explained to the
subjects, and the data was screened for leakage of personal information. The study recruited 199 partici-
pants, of whom 77 were male and 122 were female. A total of 2194 extracted words were further reduced
to 393 words. The extracted words were : Forget, forgetfulness, hard, memory, illness. In the cluster anal-
ysis, five clusters were extracted. The image of elderly people with dementia among high school students
was “a serious illness in which memory ability declined due to brain function disorder and nursing was
necessary”. It was suggested that high school students are expected to have the opportunity to think
about image changes and the need for support.

Key words : High school student, Image of elderly people with dementia, Negative image
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