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Report
Learning by Embodying Statistics : Trial of Distance Education under the New Coronavirus COVID-19
MORIYAMA Masaki?

Statistics is a practical science that describes the real world through numbers, but in Japan there have been a limited
number of experts in statistics so far, and experts in peripheral fields are responsible for the education of statistics. As an
expert in one of such peripheral fields (health promotion), I have been teaching statistics for the past few years in a nursing
college. The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, however, forced me to teach statistics in a very limited online environment. COVID-
19 pandemic is causing a shift in values in many areas. I also struggled under this COVID-19 situation to find a more
meaningful and essential way of teaching/learning statistics. As a result, it was found that it is important to ground concepts
of statistics in our real living world, such as embodiment and narrative expression of statistical concepts. Under such
circumstances, the data science and Al (artificial intelligence) boom is accelerating in Japan, but we must not lose sight of the
human nature of statistics.

Key words:® statistics, distance education, on-demand, COVID-19
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