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Report

Comparison of Moral Sensitivity and Ethical Conflict before and after Clinical
Practice among Nursing Students

OOSHIGE Narumi” RN, ME, MPH, DPAI FUKUSHIMA Ayako” RN, MSN

To equip nurses with ethical reasoning skills, nursing students need to be educated in ethics as part
of their basic nursing education as well as for developing moral sensitivity through clinical practice. Thus,
this study aimed to compare moral sensitivity and ethical conflict situations in practice among third-year
nursing students before and after clinical practice. The study found that three of the 11 factors indicating
moral sensitivity (through the Moral Sensitivity Test, hereafter MST), namely, ambivalence to conflict,
compliance with rules, and sincerity, decreased significantly after clinical practice (P < 0.05). The number
of conflict situations increased by a factor of 2.5, from 23 before clinical practice to 59 after it. Although
students found it difficult to respond to certain parts of the test, as moral sensitivity was measured using
the Japanese-language version of the MST for clinical nurses, the number of conflict situations increased.
The findings highlighted the possibility that after clinical practice, students tend to notice ethical conflict
situations, prioritize patients’ intentions more, and score lower on the healthcare MST.

Key words: Nursing students, Nursing practice, Moral sensibility, Ethical conflict
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