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L. FER 252 53R ISVAZTH DRV, 12056, FRIFERIN
TR, RIFEIEDRAIRBNT 2L Fllldraw 21E5 2 L 2X00H,
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in Brlsbane the

Japanese aren’t

sure of Aussies

A MAJORITY of Japanese
businessmen based in Bris-
bane tend to be uncertain of
their attitude toward the
Australian community in
which they live, according to
a recent survey.

This conclusion is the result of
wark carried out by Japanese so-
ciology researcher, Seifi Suzuki.,
roward his Master of Arts Degree
rmm Queensland University this
ye

\11 Suzuki's Masters thesis was

n rescarch inte 75 mem-

bare ol Brisbaneis Japancse com-

munity and their attitudes to-

wards Australians. This is about

30-40 percent of Quecnsland’s
Japanese population.

The Japaness community in the
Brisbane area has grown since the
immediate post-war arrival of

“war brides” 1o include
ent cross section of businessmen,
consular cc!r'pn. academies,
spouses of Australians and immi-
grants.

In the thesis, Mr Suzuki
discusses whether members of the
Japanese community hold favor-
able or unfavarable attitudes
toward Australians and whether
they think Ausiralians tend to dis-
T

is research includes lgures
based on responses from Japanese
businessmen living in Brisbane

Since mosi Japanese business-
men are only bascd temporarily in
Australia, it can be assumed they
will eventually return to Japan,
taking with lgzm \he:r views on
Australian people

But despite the importance of
the Australia-Japan relationship
frequently alluded to in joint
meetings of Japanese and Ausira-
lian businessmen, it would seem
from the survey that Japanese
businessmen, at least those living
in Brisbane, are reluctant to show
strong negative of positive feel-
ings about their hosts.

he overall conclusion of the

survey is that the majority of
respondents are uncertain of their
attitudes lowards Australians.

But, according to Mr Suzuki,
this tendency is even more pro-
nounced among those Japanese
who are enly temporary residents.

“hg the mainsity of 1h

The Courier Mail

From AN MeARTHUR
in Tokyo

—_—
ment of our &3 are Japanete
businessman _‘:?faeir wiwr;. we
believe that they should reflect a
more positive a@itude which one
would expect (rom the much pub-
licised economic o ration be-

tween Jlapan and Australia,™
Su; observes,
dently, the Mnding of |||l:

study indicates that such a phe
nomenon would beed to be quu-
tioned in greatec detail.”

A satistical breakdown of the
results shows (nst more than half
of the male respandents, a catego-
ry which includes businessmen,
are “ambiguous™ in their ati-
tudes toward Australians.

In addition, ameng the tertiary
educated Japange living in Bris.
bane, mare responded that they
feel “ambiguous” or “negative
toward Australians

“The combination might mean
that they are scepiical of any gen-
eralisation of stercotypes of ethnic
groups per s, Mr Suzuki notes

The survey
*“positive™ leeli
tralians can develop as the period
lengthens
When considering the effects
of the length af the respondent’s
siay in Australia, it is quite clear
that these who have stayed here
for | 10 8 years tond 10 hold a less
]mcu-vg aititude 1ownrds Austra-
ians in terms of Australians® gen-
eral charactierisiics than those
who have lived here longer.” Mr
Suzuki writes

“More specifically, only 22 per-
cent of those who have n i
Australia for | to 8 years feel pos-
itively towards Australians when
eompared to 41.1 percent of those
who have [w:d here for more than
nine years.

the naturalised and perma-
nent residents, 41.7 percent re-
plied that they felt Australians
are “pleasant™, but only 18.5 per-
cent of temparary Japanese res
dents felt this way.

Fully 55.3 percent of tempo-
rary Japanese residents preferred
eply that they were “uncer-
" when asked if they felt Aus-
alians arc pleasant.

When queried on racial dis-
crimination, a high 60 percent ol

they were “uncertain’, female
respondents gave a mors positive
response on this matter

But while many respondents re
plied that they Telt Australian:
did not generally discriminate ra
cially, a significant number re
plied that such diseriminatior
<ould occur under certain circum
stances.

I think Australians are friend
Iy. particularly toward Japanese,’
one respondent replicd

*“But this may b:cau‘\‘ Aus
tralia wants to esta re
lationship with Japan l rough
economic necessity

VEor | wonder what would hap
pen to the Japanese if the econom
i relationshi; hehucn the coun
tries went ba

Many of e responses given i
the survey are [dr less outspoke
than that one, & factor which ha
led Mr Suzuki to conclude tha
the Japanecse questioned may no
have wished to affend their hos
country, Australia.

But significantly, as Mr Suzuk
notes: Il the majority of th
respondents wished not to offen
the host country and its people
why did they not indicate mor
“favorable” answers in the ques
tionnaire, rather than ambivalen
answers?

Mr Suzuki hopes to obtai
more detailed answers in his late:
project, funded by the Australiz
Japan Foundation.

he survey will look at Japa
nesc attitudes 1o life in Australia

r Suzuki, who returned to Ja
pan in March this year and i
teaching English in Nagoya, sai
he hopes the new <unev \nJI b
ready by the and af 1h
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