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Literature review regarding assessment during student nursing science practice

Orie ABE, EM.SD

Assessment during student nursing practice is an important educational process for judging
educational outcome and what and how students have learnt. It has been argued that the objectives
of conventional assessment have been limited to obtaining information essential for ranking learner
performance, grade advancement and class composition. However, to our knowledge, there are no
studies to date that clarify how research regarding educational assessment during today’s nursing
practice is progressing. In the present study we aimed to 1) clarify research trends regarding
educational assessment of domestic nursing practice and 2) define future issues essential for the
development of nursing practice assessment. Research methods comprised a literature study:;
searches were performed using the online edition of the Japana Centra Revuo Medicina Ver. 4 and
JDream2. The following points were elucidated. 1) Research into “assessment” during nursing
practice has rapidly progressed over the last 5 years. 2) Assessment during nursing practice is
performed by five main groups: teachers, students, practice instructors, graduate students, and
other students. Meanwhile, the six objects of assessment comprise: teachers, students, practice
records, practice targets, the practice process, and practice instructors. 3) Much of the research
regarding nursing practice assessment has covered teachers assessing students, teachers assessing
student practice records and students assessing the practice process. 4) Research was also found
regarding student self-evaluation, such as students assessing practice targets and themselves.
However, there was no research clarifying the relation between student self-evaluation and practice
performance. 5) There was little research with the teacher as the object of assessment. 6) There was
also negligible research regarding practice instructors as either the assessor or the object of
assessment. 7) These findings suggest the need to develop methods for educational assessment
utilizing the characteristics of nursing practice in a wide-range of practice settings. Future issues
during assessment of nursing practice include development of specific assessment methods for
learners, teachers, and education administrators and managers. In particular, research regarding
teachers as the object of assessment and the progression of educational assessment research
regarding practice instructors are urgently required.

Key words: nursing science, practice, assessment, educational assessment
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