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Development of tactile methods for the learning of some
concepts related to humanity and society
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Abstract: In today's education, visual information is dominant. Learners are less likely to use senses other than vision. Writing
of letters by hand is disappearing, and learners are expected to react using the touch panel. However, human beings initially
possess advanced tactile thinking ability (the ability to think and feel through the touch). In this study, I tried to develop a method
to extract learner's tactile thinking ability. The targeted learning items are "concepts related to people and society" that are
required for students majoring in health care as basic and liberal knowledge.
At the time of development, reflection from the sense of touch was the starting point. It is clear from my previous action research
that the sense of touch triggers multiple reflections. However, these reflections tend to focus and reveal the inner surface of
oneself. To learn new knowledge, it is essential to have an "approach to take a step outside of oneself" to acquire an inexperienced
concept. As a result of searching for an appropriate object (tactile material) that makes this approach a reality, I came to a bubble
wrap. I examined explanations for learners to approach new concepts guided by touching of bubble wrap and finally developed
narratives to make the following topics conscious and learnable: (1) human motivation/needs, (2) life and human rights, (3) dose-

response ideas, (4) individuals and groups, (5) behavioral perspectives, and (6) constructivist perspectives.
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