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Report
Today’s meanings and problems on renovation of nursing education
in the Glasgow Royal Infirmary :
In connection with Nightingale’s arguments against registration of qualifying nurses

Satoshi TOKUNAGA, MA.V

About the middle of the 19tk Century, Glasgow’s hygiene was the worst condition in the UK.
The Glasgow Royal Infirmary close to the burial places expanded the fever ward and the surgical
department, and succeeded in preventing infective diseases by an antiseptic. Rebecca Strong who
had become Matron of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary in 1885 established the preliminary
training-school for nurses suitable for rapidly developing modern medical science in 1891 and
proposed a recognized test of qualification conducted by a third person.

On the other hand, the nursing world in London was divided into the two over the pros and
cons of a recognized test and nurse registration. While the British Nurses’ Association promoted the
test and registration, F. Nightingale opposed to them and harshly criticized the promoting movement.
Their battle continued for 3 years from 1887. Finally Imperial ordinance gave the battle an end in
1891. R. Strong’s renovation of nursing education was on the place where the British Nurses’
Association stood. Their battle was a symbolic event in a turning point of the history of nurse
education. Which is more important as the objective for nurse education, “to pass qualifying
examination” or “to develop the art and character suitable for nurses”? Today, this question must be
also the primary problem which makes us reexamine what the nursing education at college should
be.

Key words: Glasgow Royal Infirmary, preliminary training school for nurses, hygiene, registration

of qualifying nurses, British Nurses’ Association

1) Japanese Red Cross Kyushu International College of Nursing (until 2013)
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