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A Study of Local Community Activities of Aged Returnees in Rural Areas:
Part 1 — Trend of Aged Returning and Its Backgrounds

by Nobuo MirsuHASHI (The Rural Life Research Institute)
Jun OKAMURA (The Rural Life Research Institute)
Yutaka ArRAHI (The Rural Life Research Institute)

This is the first of three articles on aged returnees. Aged returnees are defined as those who are farm-
householders or their spouses and re-establish their position in the community after they leave their
previous work outside farming. They have received much attention these days as many of them take up
farming, causing the ageing of the local agricultural labour force, and also as they may be able to
perform important roles in the everyday activities of local communities.

The present paper is mainly concerned with the analysis of the recent trend of aged returning and
its backgrounds. It was found from a preliminary study that the aged returning is a phenomenon
promoted by the increase in part-time farming and also by the ageing of farming populations and
the farming labour force. This leads the authors to estimate that: (1) the number of aged returnees will
rise in future; (2) their distribution will accompany local differentials as it has so far.

To follow this, forty-seven prefectures were classified into five typologies based on the recent
trend, and Oita and Iwate prefectures were chosen for further investigation: the former having a long-
established experience in aged returning, and the latter showing signs of an increase. The results show
that: (1) most aged returnees leave their outside-work at the age of retirement and a high proportion
of those who settle in the community engage in farming This indicates that they present high po-
tential for playing important roles in community activities; (2) the availability of employment oppor-
tunities outside farming affects the numbers of aged returning, which is the cause for local differentials
in its distribution.

The Policy of Village Community Improvement and Development
in Planning Agricultural Villages on the Ningsho Plain in Zhejiang Sheng, China (1II)

by Ryoichi URA, Masaaki KAWASHIMA (Meiji University)
Chihoko SHIMOKOBE (Atomi Gakuen College)
Masamitsu OGIWARA,, Masanori AzuMA (Kogakuin University)
Yasuyoshi HAYAsHI (The Institute of Planning Technology)
Haruyoshi YAMADA (Tohoku Institute of Technology)
Terukazu TAKESHITA (Kyushyu University)
Shigetomo KikucHI (Tokyo University)

This report intends to make clear the characteristics of improvement policy and the development
course in planning.
Main results of the survey are as follows:

1. The authorities do not provide guidelines for the planning of villages but plan each village separately
on a case by case basis, because the land is vast and there are different characteristics in each
community in China.

2. The planning is by the people and the improvement is carried out according to the economic
capacity of the group to which they belong.

3. The planning is divided into two stages, a basic, overall plan and a more detailed version which
shows the definite contents of the plan.

4. There has been a change from complete to more limited reconstruction; on the other hand, the
improvement of the environment has come to be considered important.

5. Because of the introduction of a productive duty system and the growth of industry in agricultural
areas, there is an increased demand for the expansion of productive space, so often the improvement
plan must be reviewed.

74 Journal of Rural Planning Association Vol.5, No.3, 1986.12



