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Olbservation on chponese Freshmen's Schema Formation
or Academic Writing
CHINAMI, Kyoko™, YAMAJI, Nahoko
*The Japanese Red Cross Kyushu International College of Nursing

With a view to gaining suggestions for assisting schema formation for academic writing, compositions and
their revisions by 107 Japanese college freshmen enrolled in a writing course were compared and analyzed,
and the students’ judgments and comments on two samples written by others as well as their reflections over
their own compositions were also analyzed with regard to the six constructs of schema. The revisions
revealed a lot of improvements, but those on the more abstract constructs, i.e., clarity of argumentation and
global organization/cohesion were not as remarkable as in others. Self-evaluation included a number of
references to relevance/validity of arguments and to local accuracy, but only a few references were found to
clarity of argumentation and global organization. However, evaluation on samples by others revealed that
quite a few students appreciated merits on clarity of argumentation. Schema seemed to be formed through
a ‘back and forth’ process, revealing itself in varying degrees depending on the constructs concerned and
tasks imposed. Repeated production combined with other activities such as text-analysis and evaluation can
be expected to assist schema formation by native speakers, and materials which will assist activation of

sprouting schema and promote awareness of the more abstract constructs are most awaited for.

Keywords: schema, Japanese freshmen, academic writing, clarity of argumentation, global cohesion
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