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The Rise of China and Security in East Asia
—From the Perspective of Analytical Eclecticism—

Takeshi NIINUMA, M.A."

Encouraged by the economic development, China has increased the defense spending to enhance military capability —
an average of 16.2 percent from 1999 to 2008. Besides, in 2001, China ratified the Sino-Russian Treaty of Friendship which
has allowed China to modernize its armaments. In the face of the military build-up and the Sino-Russian alliance, the
neighboring states, especially Japan, has increasingly concerned about China’s intension.  Realists warn against such China’s
efforts to balance against the US and its allies because it might fall East Asia into security dilemma. There is likelihood that the
security dilemma might deteriorate several unresolved disputes such as Taiwan and the Spratly Islands. Thus, they regarded
China not only as a world economic engine but also as a main regional security threat.

Under the circumstance, it is pertinent to discuss whether the rise of China will result in military conflicts. In this article,
[ answer this question through the eclectic methodological lenses—tealism, neo-liberal institutionalism and constructivism. As
compared with the Cold War era, the contemporary world is politically and economically diverse, and it is inadequate to
analyze the security dynamics with a parsimonious lens. In the third section, I analyze the current security situation in East
Asia with these three perspectives in turn. In the subsequent sections, [ argue that: first, the most plausible US policy toward
China is the combination of the benign deterrence and the engagement of China in the multilateral institutions such as ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF); second, China is unlikely to risk conducting major military conflicts not only because it will lead to
undermining its economic interest in the region, but also because of the changing nature of its identity.

Key words: Security in East Asia, Analytical Eclecticism, Realism, Neo-liberal Institutionalism, Constructivism
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