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Research Note

Effective use and protection of medical information:
Register-based research in Denmark

Naomi MASUNARI, SJD, PhDV

Administrative registers in Denmark contain important information regarding social issues and health
problems. Because all residents living in Denmark for a certain period of time are assigned a personal
identification number, it is possible to link their individual data kept in government administrative registers
to other data sources. In time, epidemiological studies using this so-called micro data bring enormous
benefits to medical research. In Japan, the introduction of the “personal number system” is imminent. A
desirable and effective system will allow the use of administrative registers for research while carefully
considering privacy issues.

Key words: personal data, data protection, register, the right to control self-Information,
identifier
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