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Research Note

Discussing the need to develop correctional nursing in Japan:
In light of a trial on medical care at penal institutions

Keiko YANAI, RN, PhD?V

This article examines the need and possibilities of developing correctional
nursing as a basic pillar for the introduction of forensic nursing in Japan. Forensic
nursing started to develop in Europe in the 1980s; it is the specialty area that applies
nursing sciences to legal issues. Nurses who have knowledge of the principles and
techniques of forensic nursing do not only advocate for those who have suffered or are
suffering the infringement of their human rights; but they can help solve the health
problems of individuals who have been involved in legal issues such as violence, crime
and accidents. It is worth to mention that the above mentioned nursing practical
activities are not centered in the care of isolated individuals, but they definitely
redound in the prevention and solution of violence and crime related social problems.

The spectrum of activities of forensic nursing is broad, correctional nursing is the
area of forensic nursing that takes care of penal institution inmates. This article
presents and analyzes the situation of correctional nursing and the role of the
correctional nurse.

Key words: prison, correctional nursing, suicide accident trial, duty of suicide

prevention, forensic nursing
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