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Report

A survey among nurse-midwives on the level of knowledge and the degree of application and
usefulness regarding development of fetuses, neonates, and infants: A comparison with
nurses and women from the general population

The objective of the present study was to elucidate the knowledge of nurse-midwives regarding
development of fetuses, neonates, and infants, and the degrees of application and usefulness of such
knowledge. An anonymous, self-report questionnaire survey was conducted between September and
December of 2010 on 32 subjects who consented to participate in the present study. Respondents comprised
practicing nurse-midwives (n=12) and nurses (n=11), as well as women from the general population (n=9).
The proportion of subjects who understood and applied knowledge regarding child development was higher
among midwives than among nurses and women from the general population.

However, the proportion of subjects who responded that such knowledge was useful was lower among
midwives than among nurses and women from the general population. The level of knowledge and its
usefulness regarding fetuses among nurse-midwives, nurses and women from the general population, was
lower compared to that of neonates and infants.

From now on, it is necessary to clarify the reasons surrounding less knowledge regarding fetuses and
to advance basic research on fetus development knowledge which nurse-midwives need to carry out the
education to parents.

Key words: nurse-midwife, fetus, neonate, infant, development, knowledge, practical use, useful
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