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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study wasto understand how the exercisesinthe TOEIC Listening
Sections Partll and M can be useful to improve students’ listening comprehension ability. The
reason why we took up the question-response exercises in TOEIC Part@l and I was that we
should be able to improve listening ability through the practice of communication and the
ability to reply or to respond should be strengthened during natural conversations. It seems,
however, that it is very difficult for the students at the first-step level on listening ability to
make progress from working on TOEIC level exercises. Then we asked the question: how can
we lead them to.improve their ability? Tokunaga and Eguchi cooperated to attempt findinga
method for improvement. We collected data from students and studied the results. The following
is our study, the research, and results.

Second-year students’ seminar group including 11 students gave us their information that
was comprised of their self-reports on study skills.

In class we had three activities as the method for the improvement of their listening
comprehension: 1) warm-up activities, 2) listening activities, 3) check-up activities. In the
warm-up activities, the students were gi&en some hints in advance. In the listening activities, we
had them do dictation exercises from the interrogative sentences contained inPart I and II
of the TOEIC examination where they concentrated on listening. In the check-up activities, they
corrected their answers and checked their listening ability. We collected -their listening scores of

thirteen units in once-a-week class as data.



When the winter vacation was over, we gave the students questionnaires. The questionnaires
were about how they always tried to listen to English and how they did their homework on
listening during the vacation. The data that we got from the questionnaires told us that the
time they spent on listening was all different.

And we gave the same exercises to the students again in the middle of January. Five of the
students raised the rate of correct answers within range between 10 and 20 percent. The rate
of correct answers that the best student among the five got was more than 70 percent. She spent
long time on listening to the question-response exercises in TOEIC Partl and I that we
had given to them as a homework everyday during the winter vacation.

We had a good result from the exercises and the homework we had given to the students.
And we could also find that, after they had passed through the question-response exercises for
a long time, their listening skills went up to the level of dialogue comprehension beyond that
of individual word recognition.

Key Words: TOEIC Listening Sections Partll and 1T, interrogative sentence (begins with

interrogative and auxiliary verb), hint, dictation.
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Bl1. May I empty your wastebasket?

(A).We need to cut down on waste.

(B) Yes. I do have an empty feeling inside.

(C) That would be nice.
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2. Are you going to the game tonight?
(A) T wouldn’t miss it for anything.
(B)

(C) No. I hate television. *'
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The game starts at 7:00.
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51 3. Where is this year’s company picnic?
(A) Tt has not been announced vet.
(B) Just bring a salad.
(C) We usually eat, drink and play volleyball. *’
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(OWarm-up Activity
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A: Have time for a beer or do you have to get back to the hospital?

B: Sure, but I want to shower and take a quick sauna. It shouldn’t take
more than half an hour. Wait for me in the clubhouse.

A: OK, I'm going to look at some new putters in the pro shop.

Question: Where will they meet?

(A) In a bar (B) At the hospital (C) In the clubhouse (D) At the sauna *’
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%)) Who left the lights on? What did this desk cost?
Who wrote the memo? What are you doing for dinner?
Who is in charge of marketing? What street is your office on? "
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(A) A secretarial school graduate.
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