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Significance of community residents’ participation as simulated patients in laboratory
practicum of pre-clinical nursing students

Orie ABE, ORN,, EM.S.?) Yoshie KOTEGAWA, R.N.,, M.N.D Tamie HONDA, R.N.,, PhD? Megumi
YOSHIMURA, R.N., M.N.D  Satoko HORIL, R.N., PH.N,, M.S.N.2 Keiko YANAL R.N., PhD?

The present study aimed to clarify the significance of community residents’ participation as simulated
patients (SP) in laboratory practicum of pre-linical nursing students. Focus group interviews were
conducted with 10 community residents who participated as SPs in the nursing process development
pre-clinical practicum training. The obtained data were qualitatively and inductively analyzed. SP
experiences were classified into 2 categories and 10 subcategories; categories were “suggestions for SP
participation-based education class improvement” and “opportunities to provide health education and
support to community residents; subcategories were “SP’s confusion embarrassment/surprise that resulted
from the students’ reactions”, “change of feelings after observing students’ perseverance/study earnest and
gentleness”, “change of the idea/concept/role? of an SP that resulted from interaction with the students”,
“ideal way of SP participation-based education in pre-clinical training from the point of view of SPs”, “images
of nursing students”, “images of patients”, “images of nurses”, “expectation of nursing profession”,
“change/improvement of the role awareness”, and “improvement of the idea of health”.

It became clear that SP participation in laboratory practicum of pre-clinical nursing students was
significant because it was a source of suggestions for SP participation-based education class improvement
and an opportunity to provide community residents with health education and support. Based on the
present study, we plan to conduct further research with a larger sample size to improve reliability and

appropriateness that contribute to draw up the guidelines for SP participation-based education.

Keywords: simulated patient, community resident, laboratory practicum, pre-clinical practicum, focus
group interview
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