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Community Assessment in the district village part of Morocco

Kazue Matsuo,M.Ed.? Yasue SakaiM.HES.»  Hitoko Ejima,M.N.?

The United Nations, in Millennium Development Goals 2000, has pointed out the necessity of providing a
suitable health and medical service in all areas. Medical care professionals from the Kingdom of Morocco visited our
college and Munakata city, as one of JICA’s projects, in order to research measures capable of reforming their country’s
Maternal Mortality Ratio. In the training course of our college. they learned about the actualities of community and
child health in Japan. I served as the trainee's attendant, when I had an opportunity to get information from them, on the
actualities of local maternal and child health in the Kingdom Morocco. I realized what an important role a nurse played
in the area where there were no medical care professional. When I visited a rural village in Morocco, I conducted
community assessment in order to obtain the underlying data on which I would research the role and the intervention
method of a nurse in a developing country. The community assessment showed that women living in the developing
country felt uneasy about pregnancy or childbirth, and that they regarded their own health care in the pregnancy term as
the most important problem. In a local community, however, the head of the community and most influential person
did not consider pregnancy pr childbirth as an important problem. In order to solve the problem, I found it more
important to reform the local communities cultural system and sense of values of health care than to fix infrastructures
such as a health facility.

Key words:Community assessment, maternal death rate, infant mortality rate, empowerment
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