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Synopsis : Nursing students tend to have less interest in adolescence than in perinatal period.

Therefore, an internship program at the elementary and junior high school health class was incorpo-

rated into a maternity nursing training course so that nursing students could learn about characteri-

stics of adolescence.

Forty-six 3" grade nursing students participated in the internship program introduced at 14 eleme-
ntary and 9 junior high schools. An analysis was made on the students' academic achievements in
each target performance area as well as on their learning experience. For the analyzing purpose the
internship evaluation and records of nursing students were used. In addition surveys were conducted
immediately before and after internship, plus 3 month after the program so as to study changes in
students’ interest in adolescence.

The findings were as follows:

1. Academic achievements of the students were 70 points or higher in all performance areas.

2. Most students made observation of or were directly involved in the subject of adolescence.

3. Post-internship students showed significantly higher interest in adolescence than in pre-internship
period. However, compared with the immediate post period, such strong interest was found to
have decreased in 3 months after internship.

4. The increasing number of students became involved in the subject of adolescence even 3 months
after the completion of internship.
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Our future agenda is how to maintain students' interest in adolescence.
Key Words : Adolescence, School health, Maternity nursing training course
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