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Types of Discourse Structures in Academic Articles and their Occurrence in
Different Disciplines: An Analysis of 270 Articles in Humanities,
Social Science and Engineering

SATO Sekiko, OSHIMA Yayoi, NITSU Nobuko, YAMAMOTO Fumiko,
CHINAMI Kyoko and YAMAIJI Naoko

This study conducted a cross-disciplinary analysis of the discourse structure of the middle sec-
tions of 270 Japanese academic articles that appeared in 14 journals of 9 disciplines in humanities,
social science and engineering, using 15 structural elements. As a result, four basic types, i.e., “ex-
periment/research”, “data /literature-analysis”, “theory-formation”, and “complex”, and a total of
eleven subtypes were recognized. Articles in engineering were mostly of “experiment/research”,
i.e., the IMRAD, with some of “theory-formation”, while articles in humanities and social science
included various types. “Data/material analysis” was common to the disciplines of these two fields,
but the frequency of its occurrence was remarkably varied from one discipline to another: articles
of “experiment/research” were observed to be the majority in some disciplines. Thus, the discourse
structure of an article often conformed to the conventions of the discipline it belonged to, but the
need to adapt to the specific theme and the research method allowed for some liberty in forming the
structure. Due attention should be paid to this fact in assisting international students to read and

write academic articles.

(SATO:Tohoku University, OSHIMA:Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology,
NITSU:The University of Tokyo 2003-2011, YAMAMOTO: Musashino University,
CHINAMI:The Japanese Red Cross Kyushu International College of Nursing,

YAMAUJIL: Muroran Institute of Technology)



