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What Shojo—manga (Visual Novels for Girls) Have
to Offer : the Irresistible Appeal of the Contents

CHINAMI, Kyoko
International Student Center, Kyushu University

This paper discusses the contents of shojo-manga (visual
novels for girls), and points out three factors that make
this genre truly unique and appealing to the reader:

1) Shojo-manga created women who are the master of their
life. In 1950's when the genre emerged, the heroine was
depicted as a historic figure who confronts all kinds of
hardships bravely. 1960’s and 1970's saw a new type of
heroine who would start her life as a common girl but develop
her hidden talent to prove herself a true genius., Now a
life-size heroine works and struggles her way forward just
like the reader,

2) Shojo-manga functioned as the youth novel for girls; it
gave the post-war girls realistic but encouraging ideas
about their newly acquired moratorium: ‘the youth’

3) Shojo-manga depicted hidden problems and obscure desires
which no established genre had recognized before. It
discussed fear for growing up, troubles with the mother,
hesitation and distress about marriage, obscure interest in
sex, desire for social recognition and power, hidden
inclination for violence, and many others.

Shojo-manga have entertained the reader by pleasant dreams
on one hand, and helped her to face herself and the real
world on the other.
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