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Korean Speakers’s Understanding of
Japanese Conversation Ovserved through
their Interpretation of MANGA

Kyoko CHINAMI

This paper looks into how Korean speaking learners of Japan
ese understand intentions and implications of conversational
utterances by examining their interpretation of two episodes
of a work of Manga : “Nanako, the intern”. The research quest
ions are:

1. What sort of vocabulary they find it difficult to unders
tand and way?

2. Do they recognize two levels of the style and understand
their effects?

3. Do they recognize the employment of non-standard styles
and its effect?

4. Do they recognize the speaker’s less obvious intention i
n an utterance?

5. Do they recognize competing multiple personas behind an
utterance?

The results suggest that the learners recognize the stylist
ic features but they interpret them to be indicating the spea
ker’ s social status alone, and fail to recognize various conv
ersational effects intended by those features. They tend to d
epend on a more basic or literal interpretation both for voca

bulary and intention. Most difficult for them to understand a
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re 1)the intentional use of the plain level by a social super
ior toward a social inferior to indicate endearment; 2)kind i
ntentions indicated by a seemingly aggressive utterance; 3)pu
blic position or duty to be valued even in a closest private
relationship. A close contrastive study between Japanese and
Korean discourses as well as further studies to look into the
Korean learners’ understanding and failures to understand wil
1 be needed to design an effective way to sufficiently teach
the functions of stylistic and conversational features of Jap

anese,



