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Korean speaking learners understanding of

polite expressions in Japanese

CHINAMI Kyoko
KIM Seohyun

Kyushu University

Korean speakers are generally believed to be good learners
of Japanese, but they can make rather serious mistakes in pol
iteness-related expressions even at an advanced stage. This
seems be due to faults in understanding the nature of Japanes
e politeness, rather than to poor control of language

This paper looks inte fifty-four Korean university students
ability to recognize different types of politeness-related in
appropriateness through the tasks of judgment and correction,
and compared the results with the performance of the control
group which consists of forty Japanese university students of
approximately the same age

It has been found that the Korean speakers are very sensit
ive to the marking of difference of social positions, but the
y pay little or no attention to the marking of benefits. Als
o, they tend to modify the level or formality of the predicat
e without changing the content of the message in order to enh
ance acceptability. Generally, the Korean students seem to b
e unaware about the differences between Japanese and Korean a
nd make judgments based on the Korean values.

It is shown that the teaching of honorific language and oth
er politeness-related expressions must not focus merely on th
e control of forms, but incorporate task—based trainings whic

- 133 -



MR B EHESULAFR 558

h elucidate the differences in cultural values and social beh

aviors.
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