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Disaster Relief Activities of the Japanese Red Cross Society from its
Establishment to the Early Showa-Era: The Role of the Nurse

Tomoko UEMURA, R.N., M.A.D

This study aims to explore the actual situation of disaster relief activities of the Japanese
Red Cross Society on the basis of its history from the beginning to the early Showa-era, and to
identify the role of the nurse by comparing changes in social surroundings. The results indicate that
the Society has tried to expand its capacity to respond to every kind of disaster by changing
company regulations based on experience. Nurses have been the core of the relief team and their
activities have shown the significance of the Red Cross Movement.

Key words: The Japanese Red Cross Society, Disaster Relief Activities, Disaster Nursing
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