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Liverpool in the mid of the 19th century and Nightingale
Satoshi TOKUNAGA, M.A. V)

In the mid of the 19th century, Liverpool rapidly grew up and thrived as an international
trade and a harbor city. On the other hand there were a lot of poor low-wage workers coming from
Scotland, Ireland and Africa. Almost all of the workers lived in the poor apartments around the
harbor. Poverty was one of the serious social problems, but in 1846, Liverpool faced a more
serious, terrible occurrence, because Great Famine which occurred in 1845 in Ireland pushed a
great many starved Irish people into Liverpool. When they came to Liverpool, they lived in the
inferior environment such as ‘cellars’ or ‘courts’ on the dead-end streets. Although their living
places became a plague spot, the poor people could neither receive any care nor enter the
hospital.

William Rathborn who was a rich and influential person, established the home-nursing care
system and built the Nursing School and the Nursing Home under Nightingale’s advice.
Moreover, he set about the renovation of nursing-care system in Liverpool Workhouse Infirmary.
With the help of Nightingale, Rathborn could meet 13 trained nurses including Agnes Jones
whom Nightingale loved most. Agnes devoted herself to poor patients and set a model of
humanity.

What brought Nightingale, Rathborn, and Agnes together were friendship and equality, and
enthusiasm for relief of the poor. Their power did not only renovate the nursing system of the
workhouse infirmary but also gave the hope to the society full of poverty and abolition. It was a rare
example that nursing could improve the society.

Keywords: Great Famine in Ireland, Liverpool, Liverpool Workhouse Infirmary, William
Rathborn, Agnes Jones
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